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 Message from the Chair of the Board of Directors – Allen Kuhlmann 

The focus of ACS is to provide new opportunities and strengthen the Saskatchewan agriculture and agri-

food sector. Decisions beyond our control were made regarding the use of industry councils to deliver 

future federal programming, but we remain dedicated to delivering programming to improve the sector 

for producers, processors and all those involved in the industry. 

I am pleased to report that we were able to provide funding to 44 CAAP projects in 2013/14 for a total 

of $1,225,846.  The CAAP program came to an end on March 31, 2014.  Over the 5 year duration of the 

CAAP program, we funded 214 CAAP projects, for a commitment of over $14.3 million. 

Residual funding from the Advancing Canadian Agriculture and Agri-Food Saskatchewan (ACAAFS) 
program is available and we have applications currently coming in for funding in 2014-2015.   ACAAFS 
was a five-year, $240 million national Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) initiative designed to 
position Canada's agriculture and agri-food sector at the leading edge to capture new opportunities.  
ACAAFS will support project objectives which help the agricultural sector adapt and remain competitive 
including: Seizing opportunities; Responding to new and emerging issues; and Pathfinding and Piloting 
solutions to new and ongoing issues. 

The Levy Central program continues to grow and evolve.  Levy Central manages the collection of a levy 
collected on each of the crop member organizations.  In turn the levy collected is directed to research, 
market development and education activities through each commodity organization. 

The Food Service and Grocery Retail Value Chain Initiative of ACS has continued to assist Saskatchewan’s 

agri-food industry to become more competitive and provide solutions for today’s consumer.  

I will be retiring from the ACS Board of Directors in June, 2014 after serving two terms, the last three as 

the Board Chair.  I will I would like to thank the ACS Staff and my fellow directors for their hard work and 

dedication over the past year.   

 



        Message from the Executive Director, Blair Goldade 

 

It was a busy year for ACS, but with the continued strong commitment from the ACS Board of Directors and staff, 

we continued to be dedicated to the delivery of all our programming.  We continue to provide support to the many 

organizations that rely on ACS for funding. 

ACS works closely with many organizations within the agriculture and agri-food sector, from non-profit commodity 

groups to for-profit businesses, to ensure that they received funding that would have significant, long-term impacts 

on the sector in Saskatchewan and across Canada. 

CAAP (Canadian Agricultural Adaptation Program) was a five year - $163 million AAFC funding program and 

ACS’s share was $14.3 million.  This year was the final year of the five year program which ended March 31, 2014.  

Approved projects had to be completed by December 31, 2013 and staff completed the CAAP program by March 

31, 2014.  Funds returned to AAFC because CAAP was a contribution program (not a grant program) amounted to 

$974,641 which was primarily the result of slippage from projects. 

There were $2.2 million in residual funds remaining under the ACAAFS (Advancing Canadian Agriculture and 

Agri-Food SK) program of ACS. This was a grant program and residual funds did not have to be sent back to 

AAFC.   In February the Board of Directors approved an ACS Strategic Initiative project for $391,000 titled 

‘Saskatchewan Grocery Retail Value Chain Initiative-Meeting the Demands of the Canadian Retailer’. This project 

will allow ACS to continue with the Value Chain project work over the next two years.  ACS issued a call for 

applications in February 2014 and the Board of Directors will approve projects at the April, 2014 Board of Directors 

meeting.   ACAAFS approved projects will be completed by December 31, 2015. 

The Saskatchewan Grocery Retail and Foodservice Value Chain Initiative continued in 2013/2014 as a CAAP 

funded project and ended on March 31, 2014. The services for this program have been in great demand over the past 

year and have been instrumental in building the sector’s value chain.  Bryan Kosteroski, Value Chains Specialist, 

will continue the work with the approved ACAAFS project funding. 

ACS is pleased with the continued service Levy Central provides to various commodity groups.   The Levy Central 

Program under ACS continues to operate levy collection and election services for Saskatchewan, Manitoba and 

Alberta commodity organizations and regional check-offs.   The levy collections fund research, market development 

and education activities through the commodity organizations. Total levy collected on behalf of clients for the 

2012/13 crop year was $26 million.   Activity over the 2013/14 year focused on maintaining the high quality of 

service offered to clients, marketing the program to other commodity groups as well as expanding the suite of 

services offered to clients.  

I would like to thank the Board of Directors and the ACS Advisory Groups for their time and excellent work. Their 

commitment to the organization and to providing Saskatchewan producers and processors with new opportunities 

has been outstanding.  

Finally, ACS would not be able to provide such services without its staff. I would like to offer a special thank you to 

each of them for their hard work. They have remained committed to ACS and continue to deliver excellent services 

for our members and clients. 

 



 

Communications 
       Seven news releases were issued the past year: 

• June 3, 2013 - Agriculture Council of Saskatchewan (ACS) Inc. 
announced through the Saskatchewan Grocery Retail and Foodservice 
Value Chain Initiative, creation of the Foodservice Go-to-Market 
Template.  

• June 24, 2013 - A news release announcing the 2013 ACS Annual 
 General Meeting and new Board of Directors.

• June 25, 2013 - Agriculture Council of Saskatchewan (ACS) Inc. 
announced the newly created Practical Guide to Value Chains through 
the Saskatchewan Grocery Retail and Foodservice Value Chain 

 Initiative. 
• May 15, 2013 - Canadian Lamb Producers Cooperative Inc. announced 

Canadian Securities Administration granted a ground-breaking 
Exemption Agreement. Formation of the Canadian Lamb Producers 
Cooperative was an initiative of the Saskatchewan Sheep Development 
Board. 

• January 31, 2014 - Avena Foods announced a capital expansion to 
accommodate a growing demand for gluten-free oats. The assessment 
also led to the hiring and retention of experts in the field of milling. 

• April 23, 2014 - FNA Strategic Agriculture Institute (FNA-STAG) issued a 
news release regarding the launch of a mobile application 
(AgPriceBook) that could have a major impact on how farmers price 
inputs and on researchers’ ability to find reliable farm input price data.  

• April 28, 2014 - the Canadian Cherry Producers Inc. (CCPI) announced 
completion of a study conducted at the University of Saskatchewan (U 
of S) to scientifically measure some of the constituents of five U of S 
Sour Cherries.  

 

ACS sent newsletters in April, August and November  

 



 



 

 

 Levy Central

The Levy Central Program under ACS continues to operate levy collection and 

election services for Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Alberta commodity 

organizations and regional check-offs.  The levy collected funds research, 

market development and education activities through the commodity 

organizations.   

Activity over the 2013/14 year focused on maintaining the high quality of 

service offered to clients, marketing the program to other commodity groups 

as well as expanding the suite of services offered to clients. The program 

continues to assist 14 commodity organizations which together represent 17 

separate check-off programs.  Additional personnel are hired as required. 

Election Services were provided to 9 Levy clients this year.   

The Levy Central Advisory Group continues to provide input and 
 The ACS Board continually reviews recommendations to the ACS Board.

options to ensure Levy Central has an efficient and effective structure in place 
to accommodate the continued program growth strategy. 
 



 

 

Saskatchewan Grocery Retail and  
Foodservice Value Chain Initiative 

• Launched by ACS in 2005 with current funding 
provided through CAAP. The program is overseen by 
Bryan Kosteroski, Value Chains Specialist. 

• Assists Saskatchewan’s agri-food industry to become 
more competitive and provide solutions for today’s 
consumer. 

• All the grocery retail and foodservice guides were 
 updated with the latest industry information.

• Private Label Industry Guides and a Canadian 
 Foodservice Private Label Guide were developed.

• 20 product presentations held with Grocery  Category 
Managers, 2 National Value Chain projects and 9 
Grocery Retail Value Chain projects . 

• 7 Foodservice Value Chain Roundtable meetings , 5 
Foodservice Value Chain projects are in various 
stages. 
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