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A Message from the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada and
Minister of the Canadian Wheat Board

Message du ministre de l'Agriculture et de l'Agroalimentaire du Canada et
ministre de la Commission Canadienne du blé

The Honourable Chuck Strahl

L'honorable Chuck Strahl

I wish to offer greetings to the
people of Saskatchewan and
commend the work of the
Advancing Canadian Agriculture
and Agri-Food Saskatchewan
(ACAAFS) Committee of the
Saskatchewan Council for
Community Development
(SCCD). ACAAFS continues to
open doors for research and
innovation, bringing significant
benefits to Saskatchewan’s

agriculture and agri-food sector.

Farmers and their families, whether living in Saskatchewan
or elsewhere in Canada, are an integral part of our
economy. Canada’s new government wants to ensure
they have a chance to earn a decent living. By helping
rural Canadians to adjust to global economic realities and
providing them with the necessary tools, we are
protecting the values of industriousness and community
that are embodied in rural Canada.

With funding from Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s
Advancing Canadian Agriculture and Agri-Food (ACAAF)
Program, the SCCD has been able to commit to innova-
tive projects that will provide new opportunities and long-
lasting benefits for the agriculture and agri-food sector in
Saskatchewan and across Canada. Initiatives funded this
year included a project by MCN Bioproducts to turn
crushed canola into high-grade protein; the University of
Saskatchewan’s Department of Agricultural Economics for
a project on the sustainability of prairie agriculture; and,
the Clear Green Environmental Inc. for their Implementa-
tion of Advanced Biofertilizer Production from Waste,
among others.

The agriculture and agri-food sector is the backbone of
this country and the Government of Canada intends to
make sure, through programs like ACAAF, that the sector
has every opportunity to become more prosperous and
innovative in today’s highly competitive marketplace.

I congratulate the SCCD and the ACAAFS Committee for
its continued efforts to promote agriculture and agri-food
in Saskatchewan and look forward to working with you in
the future.

Je désire offrir mes meilleurs voeux aux gens de la
Saskatchewan et féliciter le Comité du Programme pour
l’avancement du secteur canadien de l’agriculture et de
l’agroalimentaire (PASCAA) du Saskatchewan Council for
Community Development (SCCD) pour son travail. Le
Comité du PASCAA continue à faciliter la recherche et
l’innovation, ce qui apporte des avantages importants au
secteur de l’agriculture et de l’agroalimentaire de la
Saskatchewan.
Les agriculteurs et leurs familles font partie intégrante de
notre économie, qu’ils vivent en Saskatchewan ou ailleurs
au Canada. Le nouveau gouvernement du Canada veut
faire en sorte qu’ils aient la possibilité de gagner un
revenu acceptable. En aidant les Canadiens et les
Canadiennes des régions rurales à s’adapter aux réalités
économiques mondiales et en mettant à leur disposition
les outils nécessaires pour le faire, nous protégeons les
valeurs que le Canada rural représente, soit l’ingéniosité
et l’esprit communautaire.

Grâce au financement accordé par Agriculture et
Agroalimentaire Canada dans le cadre du PASCAA, le
SCCD a pu s’engager dans des projets innovateurs qui
créeront de nouvelles possibilités et des avantages
durables pour le secteur de l’agriculture et de
l’agroalimentaire de la Saskatchewan et partout au
Canada. Les initiatives financées cette année
comprenaient notamment les suivantes : un projet de
MCN Bioproducts dont l’objet est de transformer le
canola broyé en protéines de haute qualité, un projet du
Département de l’économie agricole de l’Université de la
Saskatchewan concernant la durabilité de l’agriculture
dans les Prairies, et un projet de mise en oeuvre de
production avancée de bioengrais à partir de déchets
effectué par la société Clear Green Environmental Inc.,
parmi d’autres projets.

Le secteur de l’agriculture et de l’agroalimentaire est
l’armature de notre pays et le gouvernement du Canada
a l’intention de veiller à ce que, grâce à des programmes
tels que le PASCAA, le secteur ait toutes les occasions
possibles de devenir plus prospère et innovateur sur les
marchés très concurrentiels d’aujourd’hui.

Je félicite le SCCD et le Comité du PASCAA pour leur
travail continu de promotion de l’agriculture et de
l’agroalimentaire en Saskatchewan et je me réjouis à
l’avance de pouvoir travailler avec vous à l’avenir.
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With a reinvigorated spirit and sense of renewal, SCCD has come through a year of transition.
SCCD is now at a point in its organizational life that it must review and renew, taking stock of
where we have been, what we have accomplished, and where we should take the organiza-
tion from here. By reevaluating where our resources can be of best use and committing to a
renewed mission and organizational goals, SCCD will be able to meet the needs of its members
and those who use our programs – the people of Saskatchewan.

It is important we realize the opportunities before us and build upon the strengths of SCCD. Our
key opportunities include wisdom from the past, an energized and committed Board of Direc-
tors and staff, and opportunities to make new partners and allies. The Board of Directors,
committees and staff  are excited about the new direction SCCD will be taking.  Collaborating
and partnering with other organizations and developing a larger membership base will be a
key theme for the upcoming year.

Serving as Interim Executive Director for the last six months of the fiscal year has been very rewarding.  Special thanks to
the staff of SCCD for their support and positive attitude. The Board of Directors, ACAAFS, AIMS, and SACTAC Committees
have also been very supportive. I would like to personally thank the former members of the Executive Committee and,
most notably, former Chair, Louis Hradecki for the volunteer support and commitment they provided to SCCD. Louis was
instrumental in the development of many SCCD programs and his contributions to SCCD will be remembered fondly.

Partnership, collaboration, and sharing best practices and success stories provide a base for achievement and improve-
ment. SCCD is eager to continue our involvement in the evolution of Saskatchewan communities, providing valuable
skills that enable people to recognize and seize opportunities for their communities and the agriculture and agri-food
sector in Saskatchewan.

Thanks to our members, volunteers and staff, SCCD was able to continue our tremendous
programs and bring much needed skills and services to the people of Saskatchewan.

As SCCD evolves to meet the changing needs of Saskatchewan communities, it is clear that we
have helped individuals and communities across the province evolve to address unmet needs
and to adapt to the demands of the world around them. From Aboriginal youth to university
researchers, SCCD was able to give people the tools to shape their future and the futures of
others.

The programs of SCCD had an outstanding year in 2005-2006. Leadership Saskatchewan contin-
ues to be in demand, and is having a positive impact on the lives of many. The Centre for
Agribusiness Training and Education (CATE) is providing many career training options for produc-
ers and those looking for a career in agriculture. The Agriculture Institute of Management in
Saskatchewan (AIMS) continues to be relied upon by producers for information on management
skills. The Advancing Canadian Agriculture and Agri-Food Saskatchewan (ACAAFS) and Canadian Adaptation and Rural
Development in Saskatchewan (CARDS) programs are providing agriculture and agri-food industries with resources to
achieve innovation and greater access to important markets.

2005-2006 was a busy year for the ACAAFS Committee. Under the guidance of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, the
ACAAFS Program got rolling and committed to funding several important projects. Through both the ACAAFS and the
CARDS programs, SCCD committed funding of $4.4 million to 130 projects. These projects will bring significant, long-term
benefits to Saskatchewan’s agriculture sector.

Central to the benefits that ACAAFS will bring Canadian agriculture is the collective outcomes option, which allows for
national projects that will benefit the industry across Canada to seek funding from multiple provincial and territorial
councils. This year, the ACAAFS program of SCCD funded 21 collective outcome projects, five of which were lead by our
Saskatchewan council.

Thank you to the many committed individuals and organizations who make SCCD and our programs valuable and in
demand by so many. With your help, we will continue to build on our strengths and improve the capacity of our unique
and diverse province.

Message from the Chair
Louis Hradecki

Message from the Executive Director
Laurie Dmytryshyn
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SCCD Year in Review
Community Development Leadership

Two community development sessions were delivered in 2005-2006.

In September 2005, SCCD facilitated a half-day community development workshop for the Saskatchewan
Waste Reduction Council (SWRC).  25 SWRC members from rural communities attended this workshop. The
workshop focused on strategies for motivating, involving and engaging staff and community members in their
regional recycling programs.

In March 2006, SCCD facilitated a Community Strategic Planning Session for the Town of Langenburg.  Partici-
pants identified the strengths already present in their community, articulated goals for the town, developed
action plans for achieving their goals and learned how to engage others in their community.  By the end of the
session, the participants had formed a ten year strategic plan for the town.

Board Basics

In November, Board Basics was delivered in Saskatoon to 13 participants.  Participants represented the
Saskatchewan Canola Growers, the Saskatchewan Canola Development Commission, an ADD board,
Cumberland Regional College, Parks Canada, and the Saskatchewan Association of Occupational Therapists.
Feedback was good, with participants citing many key areas of learning that apply directly to their work,
including board and executive duties, liability and role clarification.

One customized workshop was delivered for the Provincial Council of Agriculture Development and Diversifica-
tion Boards (PCAB) to 12 participants on November 24, 2005. SCCD would like to thank the Rural Secretariat,
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, for their support of community development programming.

Engaging Communities Conference

The Community Development Society of Saskatchewan and SCCD joined together for the annual Engaging
Communities conference. The conference, held on November 3 and 4, 2005 in Saskatoon, integrated a variety
of processes designed to identify and examine the benefits and challenges related to “engaging communities.”
Michael Bopp from the Four Worlds Centre for Development Learning delivered the keynote address and
speakers from government, community-based organizations and Aboriginal Communities explored the many
facets of community engagement with conference participants.  The conference drew 130 attendees.

Leadership Saskatchewan

In December 2005 and January and February 2006,
Leadership Saskatchewan was delivered to 71 youth
at Sweetgrass First Nation (pictured, left). Following
the workshop, the youth indicated improved
communication skills and more confidence in public
speaking.  The teachers and principal at the school
observed more cooperation on the playground and
in the classroom, as well as an increased awareness
of community development among students.

SCCD would like to thank the Rural Secretariat,
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, for their support
of community development programming, including
Leadership Saskatchewan.



Advancing Canadian Agriculture and Agri-Food (ACAAF) is a five-year, $243 million program designed to
position Canada’s agriculture and agri-food sector at the leading edge to capture new opportunities. Funding
for the ACAAF Program is provided by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC). The Saskatchewan Council
for Community Development (SCCD) is the secretariat for the Advancing Canadian Agriculture and Agri-Food
Saskatchewan (ACAAFS) program.

Saskatchewan’s ACAAF allocation is $3,227,845 per year with an opportunity for an additional $484,177 per year
for “Collective Outcome” projects (collaborative projects with other councils and/or national groups in order
to provide broader benefits and opportunities to the sector).

During this past fiscal year, the ACAAFS Committee approved funding for 58 projects for a total of $2,415,814. To
date, the ACAAFS Committee has approved 60 projects for a commitment of $3,334,894. In the past fiscal year,
21 of the 58 projects approved were collective outcome projects, for a total commitment of $846,125.
Saskatchewan is the lead council on five of the 21collective outcome projects.

From April 1, 2005 to March 31, 2006, 72 projects were approved under the Canadian Adaptation and Rural
Development in Saskatchewan (CARDS) program, for a commitment of $2,026,247.  The funding deadline in the
CARDS program was extended to March 31, 2007. To date, SCCD has approved 902 CARDS projects for a total
commitment of $20,602,134.

Key Initiatives and Events in 2005-2006

On October 20, 2005, 24 people from agricultural funding organizations in the research area attended an
invitation only, exploratory meeting to determine the potential for a Saskatchewan Agricultural Funding Alli-
ance.  This full day meeting was hosted by ACAAFS. Saskatchewan Agriculture and Food held a follow-up
meeting in January of 2006.  A small working group was developed, along with a timeline for development of
a draft model for groups to critically examine.

Saskatchewan Agri-Food Value Chain Initiative

The Saskatchewan Agri-Food Value Chain Initiative is a strate-
gic partnership of Saskatchewan Agriculture and Food (SAF)
and the ACAAFS program of SCCD. The SAF Value Chains
Program is part of the Federal/Provincial Agricultural Policy
Framework, while the ACAAFS program is funded by Agricul-
ture and Agri-Food Canada.

ACAAFS Value Chain Specialist, Bryan Kosteroski and the
Saskatchewan Agriculture & Food Value Chain Specialist,
Gary Coghill have worked in collaboration to develop the
educational awareness program within the value chain
initiative. The implementation of a five module program was
finalized in early January of 2006.

The first three modules were delivered throughout
Saskatchewan in early 2006. The workshops were facilitated by
Richard Broadwith of BCI Marketing Partners in Guelph
Ontario. He was joined by Michael O’Keeffe, a strategy con-
sultant specializing in food retailing, for modules two and
three.

Producers and processors were well-represented at all work-
shops. A total of 160 participants attended the module one workshop, while over 130 participants
took in the modules two and three workshops. The feedback from the participants was very positive
and most felt the workshops provided an increased awareness of the potential alliances that could
move the value-added agriculture sector forward in Saskatchewan.
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The ACAAFS Committee hosted the National Issues and Opportunities Meeting for chairs, executive directors,
AAFC staff and ex-officios on October 27 and 28, 2005 in Saskatoon. Approximately 50 representatives from
across Canada attended.

In February, the ACAAFS Committee announced the new ACAAFS Speaker Sponsorship Program. This program
provides funding for organizations to bring in speakers who will address new and emerging issues in the agricul-
ture and agri-food sector. Funding is limited to a maximum of $10,000 per event and will not exceed 50% of
eligible speaker fees and associated travel costs.

ACAAFS hired Fast Consulting to administer an E-mail survey to argriculture and agri-food organizations in
Saskatchewan. The purpose of the survey was to assist ACAAFS in proactively identifying industry needs and
priorities. Results from the survey will form the basis for a new strategic plan for SCCD.

Centre for Agribusiness Training and Education

2005 was a transition year for the Centre for Agribusiness Training and Education (CATE) and the program
functioned without a dedicated staff person from June through December. Upon retaining a new part-time
program coordinator in December, a situation analysis of the program and the marketplace was conducted
to determine the best strategies for long term program sustainability. In January, 2006, CATE struck a partnership
with the Canadian Agricultural Skills Service (CASS) program.  As a result of a concept proposal developed by
SCCD in mid-2005, Saskatchewan Agriculture and Food provided $50,000 in funding to SCCD.

The objective of this partnership is to utilize the CATE website as a vehicle to connect the CASS program, career
counsellors and course providers with the end-user (farmers and agribusinesses). This will enable CATE to effec-
tively reach an audience of on-farm residents through joint marketing initiatives with Saskatchewan Agriculture
and Food. Please visit the CATE website at www.agtraining.ca for information on all the CATE activities.
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Growing Saskatchewan

Two issues of Growing Saskatchewan Magazine were
published in May and December 2005. There was an
overwhelming reader response for each issue, with
over 600 electronic and mail responses for the May
issue, and 700 for the December issue.

The Growing Saskatchewan Committee increased
the circulation of the magazine to 100,000 for the
Christmas 2005 edition. The Saskatchewan Food
Processors Association (SFPA) distributed the addi-
tional 25,000 issues through their Sask Made Market-
place store and their partner outlets. The SFPA also
announced that they had formed a partnership with
PharmaChoice Drug Stores to distribute Sask Made
products and Growing Saskatchewan.
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ACAAFS Program Area ACAAFS Commitment Number of Projects

Number of ProjectsCARDS Committment

Business Development Activities

CARDS Program Area

Capital Equipment Purchases

Environmental Stewardship

Industry and Rural Resource 
Development

Strategic Fund Initiative

Value Added Development

AESI - Water Quality and GSP

$795,839

$143,268

$116,750

$214,992

$468,587

$249,040

$37,771

$2,026,247

23

3

9

25

4

6

2

72TOTALS

TOTALS $2,415,819 58

Pillar I - Industry-Led Solutions to 
Emerging Issues 
Pillar II - Capturing Market Opportunities
by Advancing Research Results
Pillar III - Sharing Information to 
Advance the Sector

$815,470

$1,095,351

$504,993

25

16

17

Please note - there is a small amount of funds left in the CARDS program due to project slippage. 
Projects under the CARDS program must be completed by March 31, 2007.

*Collective Outcome Projects $846,125 21

*Collective outcome projects are also included under one of the three pillars. 



Consultant Workshop Program

Uptake for the Consultant Workshop Program
remained strong. 173 sessions were booked in
the 2005 – 2006 fiscal year which compares
favorably to last year's 177 sessions. A total of 28
speakers were featured, speaking on 99 differ-
ent topics. There were 6,128 people who at-
tended these workshops for an average of 35
attendees per workshop.

Agribusiness Entrepreneurship Program

The objective of the Agribusiness Entrepreneur-
ship Program (AEP) is to provide management
skills training to agribusiness entrepreneurs,
allowing them increase the success rate of
diversification and entrepreneurial activities. It
teaches participants to successfully manage
change, capital and risk. The AEP program is
delivered jointly by the University of
Saskatchewan's College of Agriculture, Depart-
ment of Agricultural Economics, and the Col-
lege of Commerce.

AIMS provided 11 producers with $1,000 each to attend the AEP. The producers represented the excellent and
diverse practices of Saskatchewan agriculture. The program was held at the College of Agriculture on the
University of Saskatchewan campus from January 22 to 28th, 2006.

AIMS also provided sponsorship to the 2005 Saskatchewan Outstanding Young Farmer, Darren Watson, to
attend the AEP.

Market Prospects

Market Prospects, sponsored in part by AIMS, began it's 21st year in 2006. The longstanding market and market
outlook information segments inform farmers about changing production and market factors that might
influence production levels and prices of major Saskatchewan crops and red meats in the coming year.

Market Prospects uses interviews with recognized experts to deliver timely market outlook information on
livestock, grains, oilseeds and special crops as well as educational information on major issues affecting human
health, the environment and transportation. The audio and video for many Market Prospects interviews is
made available after the original broadcasts on the Market Prospects website at: marketprospects.usask.ca.

AIMS
Agriculture Institute of Management in Saskatchewan

2005 Outstanding Young Farmer, Darren Watson.
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102 - 15 Innovation Boulevard
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

S7N 2X8

Phone: (306) 975-6847
Fax: (306) 975-6850

E-mail: info@sccd.sk.ca

www.sccd.sk.ca


